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What is BASIX?
-BASIX stands for ‘Building Stainability Index
- It has been a mandatory part of
residential developments in the NSW
planning system since 2004
- It’s aim as a sustainable planning
measure is to deliver effective greenhouse
gas reductions for residential buildings

What goes into a BASIX Certificate?
- Residential buildings classified by the National Construction Code (NCC) as class 1,

class 2 and parts of class 4 buildings are subject to the BASIX assessment
- The assessment utilizes information about the development to calculate the
sustainability performance indexes of the building
- These performance figures are then compared with the average performance of
similar dwellings in a certain climate zone.
- A BASIX certificate is issued if the building performance meets the threshold in the
areas of energy efficiency, water consumption and thermal comfort.
- The BASIX certificate is required as part of the development application to local area
councils and the information reflected on the certificate is referenced and followed
during desing and construction.
- The certificate also contains list of requirements as well as explanatory notes to help
interpret various provisions during the construction phase
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BASIX Certificate Requirments

The BASIX targets outlined in the planning portal for each assessment area are
determined from data provided by state and federal energy and water utilities as well as
from climate data from the Bureau of Meteorology. The three main areas of assessment
are water, energy and thermal comfort.
The three main areas of assessment are:
(1) Water
(2) Energy &
(3) Thermal Comfort

Water
The water section aims to reduce water
consumption in a premises.
Reduction target ranges from 40% to 0%
depending on the specific climate zone
The 40% target applies to most residential
dwellings and high-growth areas
Water consumption and saving methods
are assessed on : landscape, fittings and
fixtures, alternative water sources and how
they are used, pools and spas, central
systems & common areas.

Energy
The energy targets seeks to ensure that
each building type will have similar
compliance costs and make substantial
greenhouse gas reductions.

Thermal Comfort
The thermal comfort of a dwelling ensures
that it is appropriate to the number of
occupants, adjusts to the climate and
changing seasons
The targets set out aim to reduce the
demand for new energy infrastructure
by managing peak demand for energy
required for cooling and heating.
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How do I use the
BASIX Certificate?
(1) The first step is to obtain a BASIX Certificate
from an accredited assessor. Contact one of
our consultants today for more information on
supplying this service
(2) The second step is to submit the
development application with the BASIX
Certificate attached. Any changes made to
the development after this requires a new
BASIX Certificate and re-lodgement at the
local council. There is no charge to revise a
valid certificate that has been lodged with the
council.
(3) The application is then assessed by the
council and if approved, must be built based
on the BASIX commitments
(4) The BASIX Certificate is required to be
attached to the application for a construction
certificate and proof of all the BASIX
requirements, must be shown on the plans
(5) The BASIX Certificate must also be
attached to the occupation certificate
(6) Following a final inspection
the certifying authority will issue
a BASIX completion receipt
before issuing a final
occupation certificate for
the premises.
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How long are BASIX Certificates valid for?
- A BASIX Certificate is valid for 3 months, prior to submission to the local council
- Once a development application is lodged, it is valid for the lifetime of that application
- It is recommended that you lodge your development application within the initial 3
months or a new certificate will need to be generated, incurring additional fees

When is more than one BASIX
Certificate required?
(1) When the development involves the
alteration, enlargement or extension of a
building that contains more than one dwelling
(2) When the development involves subdivision
into single Torrens Title lots and doesn’t involve
any common property or service- the application
can either be covered by one BASIX certificate or
individual certificates for each dwelling
(3) When the development is for Strata Title
residential flats, villas, multi-dwelling properties,
dual occupancy or mixed use development
(4) When there is division of separate parts for
partial consent, staged construction or portioned
management for each part of the development
(5) When the development involves a number of
separate residential towers with more than 600
units - Note : Certificates generated prior to 1
July 2017 are limited to 200 units
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Contact us
Eco Certificates Pty Ltd
Office: Suite 413, 33 Lexington Drive,
BellaVista, NSW (Norwest Business Park)
PO Box: 5172 South Turramurra NSW 2074
Phone: 1300 16 24 36
email: info@ecocertificates.com.au

